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Introduction

On April 17, 2021, the first gathering of FDSC (Feminist Designer Social Club)
members based in Daegu and the greater Gyeongsang region took place

at Aprilsnow Press in Daegu. Originally founded in 2018, FDSC emerged as

a collective dedicated to challenging the entrenched gender biases within

the graphic design industry and advancing alternative approaches through a
feminist lens. Despite its transformative vision, the organization’s early activities
were predominantly concentrated in Seoul. The first significant critique of this
Seoul-centric structure arose within the community, spearheaded by Shin Sunah
and Jeong Eunji, FDSC members based in Daejeon. Their concerns led to the
establishment of the community’s inaugural regional chapter—the Chungcheong
Chapter—in February 2020. This initiative further materialized through ‘SEE-
SAW/', an interview project that sought to amplify the narratives and experiences
of women designers working outside Seoul. The issue of regionalism remains
one of South Korea's most prominent socio-political discourses, yet it has largely
been overlooked within the graphic design community—a neglect rooted in the
field's deeply ingrained Seoul-centric perspective. Against this backdrop, ‘SEE-
SAW'’ emerged as a bold and pioneering intervention, not merely as a critique
but as a form of activist practice that anticipated contemporary regional
discourses within the design field.

Inspired by these activities, Kay Jun, an FDSC member and the director
of Aprilsnow Press, began contemplating the need to discover and connect
with designers in the Daegu region. After much deliberation, she initiated a
call for Daegu-based graphic designers who shared FDSC's vision. This effort
culminated in the establishment of the first FDSC Daegu Chapter meeting on
April 17, 2021, held at Aprilsnow Press. Such a gathering would not have been
possible without the guidance and support of designers Shin Sunah and Jeong
Eunji, who had spearheaded the pioneering activities of the FDSC Chungcheong
Chapter. The excitement among Daegu-based designers who immediately
decided to join the chapter was, however, short-lived, as little activity followed
the initial meeting. This lull led to a shared understanding that, at the very least,
members needed a space to introduce and discuss each other’s work. Thus
was born ‘Exciting Work Reviews', a sub-group within the FDSC Daegu Chapter,
dedicated to fostering dialogue and collaboration through work-sharing
sessions.

The meetings were held five times in total, from early March to mid-May
2024. During each session, two designers took turns presenting their work,
sharing their concerns and challenges along the way. While conventional
work presentations typically focus on final outcomes, ‘Exciting Work Reviews’
centered on the creative process itself. This approach transformed the
gatherings into a space for mutual encouragement and support through
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thoughtful discussions, feedback, and advice. The group was composed of 11
members from Daegu and one from Gimhae. Beyond fostering camaraderie
among members, the initiative held significant value as a platform for uncovering
and celebrating the work of women designers based in regional areas. The
diversity of design fields represented (ranging from cultural arts, zero-waste
initiatives, and branding, broadcast design, book design, illustration, research,
and writing) infused each session with a rich tapestry of projects and personal
narratives. Moreover, designers from other regions, including Gwangju, Daejeon,
Seoul, Gurye, and Pohang, participated as observers, further enriching the
dialogue.
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