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Abstract

This study aims to propose the possibility of narrating design history through

the materials of the exhibition “Design Books - This, That, and the Other”(2023),
which collected and chronicled design books from the past. Based on the
‘Design Book Chronicle’, 40 years from 1976 to 2015, the exhibition focuses on
the distribution of design books. Design books are a source of design discourse
and knowledge and a medium that reflects the views and demands of the time
on design. In this sense, this study proposes two clues to design history that

can be interpreted from the design book chronology. First, the chronology of
design books visualizes the situation when a new concept is introduced. When
the concept of design was just beginning to settle in Koreaq, the publication

of research books showed a desire to define design as a term. The frequent
publication of design dictionaries around 2000 can be seen as a similar effort to
utilize the educational function of dictionaries. The flow of publications around
the time of the introduction of Internet services also visualizes the situation

in Korea where the media was rapidly transforming. In this way, it would be
possible to trace the reasons why certain books appeared in a particular period.
The second approach is to interpret the chronology as data that reveals the
publishing status of design books. Through the example of an unknown company
that emerged as a specialized design publisher, this study proposed a way to
focus on the ‘publisher’, a subject that has not been narrativized so far. As a



result, this study explored the possibility that the design book chronicle can
function as an archival object rather than just a list.
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