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Abstract

This study explores the strengths and challenges of using designer interview
collections as a methodology in design history research. By analyzing Dialogues
on the Double-page Spread and We Design Books, We Design Life, it also
examines how conventional design history often overlooks narratives. Interviews
and archives serve as valuable tools for uncovering microhistories that reveal
the intricate relationship between individual experiences and the broader
socio-cultural contexts that shape creative practices. However, this approach
also raises important questions: How reliable are sources based on personal
memory? Does prioritizing people over artifacts potentially distort the overall
picture? And can archives inadvertently perpetuate specific power structures?
To address these concerns, this paper proposes strategies for navigating such
challenges. Ultimately, it underscores the potential for Korean design history to
evolve into a more reflective and layered discipline—one that embraces diverse
voices and contexts to bridge the gaps left by traditional scholarship.
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