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Introduction

Gwangjang Market, located at
Jongno 5-ga, Yeji-dong, Jongno-
gu, Seoul, is the largest traditional
market in Seoul. Its food section

is a popular tourist destination for
foreigners visiting Korea, and it is
also a popular spot for young people
who are into retro and new food
culture. The Gwangjang Market was
first named Dongdaemun Market in
1905. The old place allows visitors
to experience traditional Korean
culture and continuously create

a new culture. The food section

in Gwangjang Market is known

for merchants creating food amid
the aisles, people enjoying meals,
and long chairs at food stalls. The
stores offer similar foods like Drug
Gimbap, Yukhoe (Korean-style raw
beef), and Bindaetteok, but each
store has unique characteristics
that set it apart. The atmosphere
creates a market culture where
similarities and differences coexist
in the same space. During the cold
winter, the long steel chairs in the
food section serve a unique heating
function. Eating food while sitting
on a warm chair like the Ondol floor
is a distinctive way to experience
Korean culture that visitors can enjoy
at Gwangjang Market. These unique
chairs are designed and modified
in various ways by merchants to
interact directly with customers,
showcasing original vernacular
designs and expressing Korean
emotions and culture.
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