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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the performativity of book design in Batia
Suter’s Parallel Encyclopedia #1, an image archive book, through the lens of Erika
Fischer-Lichte's concept of performativity. Image archive books are works that
collect and (re)construct narratives using large quantities of existing images.
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As an image archive book composed entirely of excerpted images, Parallel
Encyclopedia #1 and the effects created by its images and their arrangements
can be explained through performativity. This paper explains the performativity
of book design, which requires a different kind of performativity than theatrical
performance, using the keyterms ‘mise enscéne’, ‘materiality’, and ‘association’



according to perspectives of perception. As a result, the performativity of
image archive book design is a force that transforms the linear convention of
the book medium into a non-linear "Zwischenraum’.

In this study, the researcher derived from Parallel Encyclopedia #1 that
the materiality of images and spatiality of books enhance the performativity
of book design. The materiality of images that enhances performativity can
be summarized in four aspects: 1. The relational characteristics of images that
provide nuance in relation to other images, 2. Reduction of the original context
(value) of images while emphasizing the form itself detached from context, 3.
Externalization of reproduction structure through the generation of elements
added and dropped in the process of image reproduction, 4. Cases of placing
elements that are completely opposite or different in size or nature against
conventionally established (clichéd) roles/expressions/narratives.

The spatiality that enhances performativity can be summarized in
three aspects: 1. Compositions that consider the possibility of deviation from
consistently applied rules or order in the book, 2. Compositions where the
boundary between designer’s direction and reader’s active interpretation
is ambiguous or difficult to judge, or specific arrangements that open the
possibility for the designer’s directorial choices to generate effects different
from the intended ones, 3. Compositions that test the possibility of assigning
different roles/uses to positions clearly distinguished by the book’s linear
conventions or utilizing meaning-generating conventions differently.

This paper advances in two directions from the intersection of
performativity aesthetics and book design. On one side, it reconsiders
performativity and question the ‘performative turn since the 1960s'.
Performativity is not reducible to specific genres or media but represents
the acquisition of a performative perspective in perceiving objects. On the
other side, it examines the designer’s role as a director in book design and
rediscovers the design process from a performative perspective. Recognizing
design elements rather than designers as agents of book design and expanding
the concept of performativity from a perceptual perspective transforms the
designer-recipient relationship into a design element-perception relationship.
The study of performativity in book design suggests the possibility of historical
narratives in book design history that are not centered on individuals and
achievements by focusing on changes in agents and issues of perception.

Keywords

Batia Suter, Parallel Encyclopedia, Erika Fischer-Lichte, performativity, act,
book design, image archive, Zwischenraum
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