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This project explores the hidden stories of seven individuals who gained legal
residency status through the UK's ILR (Indefinite Leave to Remain) regulation.
This regulation, which was originally 14 years and has now been extended to
20 years, is a human rights law that allows people who have lived illegally in

the UK for a long time to receive legal residency rights if they meet certain
conditions. While this symbolizes the complex balance between illegal residents
and human rights issues, many British people remain unaware of the existence
and origins of this regulation. To explore this complex social issue, | developed
a visual language using transparency and reverse printing techniques. By
revealing a complete image through light, | emphasized duality and expressed
individual voices more powerfully. For the project, | interviewed several legal
professionals and seven former illegal immigrants who received ILR, asking all
participants the same questions and requesting them to write or draw their own
stories. The interviews were conducted anonymously, and some information
was deleted to protect their identities. This work focuses on visually illuminating
issues overlooked by the media and sharing human and emotional experiences
beyond mere statistics. It aimed to provide audiences with an opportunity to
reflect more deeply on the complexity of immigration and human rights issues.
After its initial publication in English in 2013, a Korean translation was published
through Propaganda Publishing House in 2024, allowing it to communicate with
a broader readership. @

Goya Choi is a graphic designer focusing on brand identity and visual communication. After earning
a BA in Visual Design from Hansei University, she received her MA in Visual Communication from

the Royal College of Art in London and is currently pursuing a PhD in Design at Hongik University.
After gaining professional experience as an art director at HS Ad Dubai and Vin Studio London, she
now works at FGW Design Studio with Natalia Lewandowska on various design projects across
different fields. While focusing on developing strategies that effectively visualize core brand

values, she strives to create expanded visual experiences through design systems and planning. She
has received numerous international design awards including Reddot and iF Design Awards, and
currently teaches at Hongik University, Hanyang University, Hansei University, and Kaywon University
of Art & Design.
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1. Article 14 of
the Universal
Declaration of
Human Rights

3. ltwas
abolished for
all applications
submitted after
July 9, 2012.

Many governments put mass immigration at the very.top of their agen-
dalmmigration is a controversial issue at present because it involves talking about
illegal immigrants. This project started out from curiosity about a form of amnes-
ty, the 14-year rule, in the UK. The 14-year rule allowed overstayers to legalise
their stay in the UK as Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) after a certain number of
years, which applied to three categories of illegal or legal overstayers: those who
had overstayed for 5 years, 10 years and 14 years. Specifically, the 14-year rule,
we will talk about, was established considering the following aspects of human

rights law:

“Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy.in other countries asylum
from persecution”?and “Everyone has the right to respect for his private and

family.life, lhis home andihis correspondence.”?

Under this human rights law, after 14 years, one could apply for
‘Indefinite Leave to Remain’ (ILR) at the UK Home Office. Since the Labour Party

introduced this policy in 2003, about 9,000 illegal immigrants had been granted
such rights. However, the 14-year rule was then abolished:*According to the

2. Human Rights
Act 1998: The Act
provides a
remedy for
breaches of a
Convention
rightin UK
courts, eliminat-
ing the need to

go o the
European Court.
of Human Rights
in Strasbourg.
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SOURCE:
14.01.2012T0
13.02,2012
(n=169)

SOURCE:
14.01.2012T0
13.02.2012
(n=169)

When considering the
population of illegal
immigrants coming to and
living in Britain, do you
hold a negative stance
toward them?

i% Yes
11% Do not care

5% No

Have you heard about
the 14-year rule or 20
years' residence, a form
of amnesty that allows
overstayers to

legalise their stay in the
UK after 14 years?

ﬁ Yes.
% o
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